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Diplomatic relations between Chile and Bolivia are not likely to be resumed in the near future, since
the two governments have not managed to resolve a long-standing conflict over Bolivian access
to the ocean. Bolivia lost its outlet to the sea after war with Chile (War of the Pacific, 1879-1883).
Chile annexed the Bolivian coast running from Arica to Antofagasta. (See "Bilateral agreement
provies Bolivia access to sea outlet via Peru," in NotiSur 02/12/92 for synopsis of war and treaties.)
Diplomatic relations between Chile and Bolivia were suspended in 1978 for the third time since 1904,
following the failure of Uruguay's attempt to mediate the conflict over a Bolivian sea route. During
the May 16-24 meetings of Organization of American States (OAS) foreign ministers in Nassau
(Bahamas), Chilean Foreign Minister Enrique Silva Cimma expressed the intention to "resume
relations with Bolivia immediately." On May 22, Bolivian President Jaime Paz Zamora asserted that
"all of northern Chile sustains itself on our lack of a sea outlet." In reference to the Chilean desire
to resume diplomatic relations, he added that the sea access issue is not closed. In Nassau, Bolivian
Foreign Minister Ronald Maclean said, "Bolivia has never considered resuming diplomatic relations
with Chile as long as there is no sincere intention for dialogue" on a route to the ocean. Bolivia and
Chile maintain trade relations and cooperate in anti-drug activities through consulates in Santiago
and La Paz. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 05/23/92)
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